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Update 82 – 2 March 2018

New total: 37,122 individuals
New name: Hackett 24
Main increases: Gosling +97; Hindley +51; Cooper +42; Leach +33; Basnett, Hough +26; Smallwood
+24

This month we have made a significant extension of our main tree into the Midlands waterways, thanks to a
regular contact, Pamela Simmonds, who has provided a link to Cicely Baldwin, b1837 Newburgh, 
granddaughter of Lathom boatman John Baldwin and Cicely Disley.

After Cicely Baldwin's father-in-law William Jackson died, his widow Mary, nee Bunn, married in 1840 
Jeremiah Gosling, a boatman from Smethwick, near Birmingham. His family provides the largest increase in 
this update, with links to Coopers, Smallwoods and our new Hackett family.

Thanks also go to Jane Beattie for further help developing the Leach family of Cheshire watermen, who link 
to the Hindleys, Basnetts and Houghs from Northwich and Runcorn

Update 81 - 4 February 2018

New total: 36,674 individuals
New Name: Pollitt 40
Main increases: Pye +38, Holden +34, Roughsedge +19, Weedall +11, Gleave +8

Grateful thanks to Jane Beattie for providing details on John Leach, who died suddenly in 1877 while driving 
his barge on the Bridgewater Canal. Further research to led us to a new family, as John's sister Alice Orme 
Leach married boatman's son Samuel Pollitt, whose sons were also watermen around Runcorn. A long string
of increases then followed in families we already had on the site. 

Samuel's son Samuel Thomas Pollitt married a canal porter's daughter, Emma Roughsedge, and his sister 
Phoebe Pollitt married George Holden, from the large family of Warrington-based watermen we knew 
about. George's widowed grandfather James Holden had married Jane Harrison, whose first husband was 
Thomas Gleave, another waterman. 

Thomas's daughter Jane Gleave married a Liverpool seaman, Charles Lawson, and their son James Henry 
Lawson married Margaret Weedall, who we previously had as Margaret Weeder, as in their marriage record.
Research into this family showed that the spelling varied in early records before settling as Weedall. Jane's 
uncle John Weedall married Hannah Pye, from the large family of Cheshire boatbuilders descended from 
Thomas Pye and Mary Chadwick of Leftwich.

Update 80 - Jan 13, 2018

New total: 36,417 individuals
New names: Howcroft 24, Shepley 14
Main Increases: Marsden +26, Gorton +20, Lewis +14, Disley +9, Hulse, Robinson +8

The new names and most main increases link boatmen from Yorkshire, Lancashire and Cheshire - more 



examples of the interconnections between canal families that caused this website to be launched in 2010.

Job Howcroft of  Lymm, Cheshire, had two sons who were also boatmen, and a daughter Letitia who 
married Luke Marsden of Huddersfield in 1831. Their daughter Hannah Marsden married Enoch Hulse, a 
waterman and lock-keeper of Over, Cheshire, and their son Edward Marsden's daughter Mary Ann married 
boatman James Disley of Leigh, near Wigan, in 1886. She died the following year, and James remarried 
Mary Ellen Robinson, daughter of a Southampton boatman.

Job's son Job was also a waterman, and his daughter Elizabeth Howcroft married in 1870 George Lewis of 
Runcorn, brother of another boatman, Abraham. Job junior's brother William had a daughter Ann Olive 
Howcroft who married John Shepley of Sowerby Bridge, Yorkshire, one of six brothers based on the Calder 
and Hebble Navigation whose father George Shepley was a waterman born in Mirfield in 1788.

Luke Marsden's son Luke was also a boatman, and his daughter Letitia married into the Runcorn and Leigh-
based Gorton family of watermen in 1899. Her husband Herbert was grandson of Joseph Gorton who, like 
his sons and son-in-law Henry Waterworth, plied the Cheshire canals.

We have made a few additions and amendments to the complicated Parr/Wilson family of Burscough and 
Maghull, descended from John Parr and Alice Wilson, who in the censuses alternated between the two 
surnames, and in 1911 appear as Wilson-Parr.

Update 79 - Jan 2, 2018

New total: 36,218 individuals
No New Names
Main Increases: Royle +23, Robinson +16, Boden, Pedder +11, Sumner +10

An early update for the New Year introduces several Cheshire watermen descended from James Royle 
(b1824 Over) and Ann Brooks, who connect with Atherton, Hurst and Hulse families already on our site - 
thanks go to Stephen Groves for these details. 
There are also small increases in two unconnected Robinson families - John b1844 Northwich, and Peter 
b1806 Scarisbrick - also in the Pedder family of Liverpool boatmen and boatbuilders.


